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cause, but germs are present and the disease spreads rapidly unless steps are taken to control it.
Crowding in poorly ventilated houses has a tendency to reduce the vitality of the flock and render them more susceptible to colds. This, together with insufficient or improper feeding, draughts, bad ventilation, and sanitation, often lowers the resistance of the birds, and colds result. The germs causing roup are ever present and it is only when the birds are weakened by mismanagement that the trouble appears. Roup is common during the spring, fall, and winter months, but may follow exposure to inclement weather at any other time of the year. Many farm chicken houses contain twice too many birds. Under such circumstances roup is frequent. A frosty ceiling that drips when the sun comes out in the middle of the day and wets the litter on the floor is a sure sign that the insulation and ventilation of the house are at fault. Roup seldom occurs when the proper number of birds is housed in a reasonably warm, dry, and well-ventilated building. The birds breathe the germs of common colds all the time and when in good trim are able to throw off the infection. When the vitality of the flock is lowered by any one or combination of more than one of the conditions mentioned, roup may appear.
Symptoms
Roup affects birds of all ages, but pullets are the chief sufferers. Chicks only a few weeks old may show signs of roup. When this occurs, the owner frequently refers to the disease as blindness and does not associate it with roup or colds of adult birds. Roup shows itself first as a slight cold in the head. The birds are noticed to sneeze and there is a watery discharge from the eyes and nose. The eyes of birds standing in the sun may be observed to glisten as the light strikes the head. Later on, the eyes may become glued shut and soon have a bulged appearance (Fig. 47). This is' caused by the accumulation of pus underneath the lids. When the nose is squeezed, a yellowish mucous may